








arm had seven millar tourists last year. Bangkok alone had 10 milfion Itsna
despetaall the chitchat, that Vietnam still feeds blke a socret-a place of calm
it enloration Except, of course, for Hanodand Ha Chi Mink iy, urban centres
gring theum and bustle where maoterbikes pour through the streets. Blsewhers,

resh sense of discovery, of renewal This entiee cedila-shaped country is lappe
s of the South China Ssa_and the Beaches alane are worth the joumey (now
Wsier, with diract Yistn m (zatwick], The ruch-ignoned central coast
Hotted with small, chaming hotels evincing a rew talent for lugury Gand the ald calemt for
. Aty plusa !:la-.'.-ir'-;, nurmbai of I_'.ug-n.'lrl'u-j playsrs ||'|l:||n,'.lng i E:Ir!'r.!l:'l Thize L,ar’lg Co
The ot List, page Bl): From north to south, the buzr about the place 15 pa p_1b'r

FITEL LEGEND METROPOLE

Al :!zgh'. e middle o HManoi

nam Adriines llights

bt id—s-hool colonial charm

& Harois historse hedt: @ white-palided | grésn-thultered condection ol & hotel sdeee Npel Caward,
praed Senigharn ared Chalie Chaalin congregated. The Salitel group has done o magnificens job of

the 100 -vrar-old bulding to it farmar glory - aa detcribed an s histany trad, hlrllﬂng pctune al
shaker undar tha poal, ke tevace rafd and thoes fmrmes guears, s owell ae Angeling loka, rha
maseat of thesa parts, There are helbow mopifthas hats, srmiiling gwls o recl welvit ae dal, a moedy,
pared bar surving Martines, comfortsble rooms decorated with carved-wood screens, and bantstar

ffithed 1o a glearn. A marble chandelier sheds golder Bght cver the lobby and its lively mibicaf gray gappess,
o wiriaEn, expats and young couplas, There ara three mstaurants; including Le Boaulieu (for bieet fillet,

- s e dawer wole, & taste of Hana Fench past), which has 08 Swn boes e Galic head chel

Moo It dois: they do chings ight here or noran ol wsewd sofies com. Doubles from abour £150
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Halong Bay, three hours drive froms Mano
he vibed Smar saling among the |
g sy 5 3 wonder of the workd: 3 wido skirt of pestor water pierced by thousands ol jagged ishnd
way 10 s phone this ared i by boal, but thes i whers irgets ricky. Do pou waim tobe stick o
user mith a dopen dawn-rising shutterbegs? O o brace of bodeed-ug backpatker? Mo, youd
&3l awity O FOUT ey Cwn antique jursk, the Preegiuen Valmrine, This owo-benth vessel s
ok the pttiastin the bay. Its teak-lined cabins are remarkobly spocious, with pictuse windows
i can -.pmd.l.—,u-l.-mgmin‘iﬂmd-wﬂm. I bied. The'slevess thing 1o do s 1o BT the othes
i with famity or frinnds and thon plat a course to sacluded, migt-wmeathed indsts where yows
ol Boat for miles, The food ishocal drd haarty: frisge seafood kinches, spicy sur-fries
o Ifhﬁfnpt, but the five staff don' bt an eyelid iFyrou sk for French foes ather thar
juppu' Hest af all, you can drop anchor at wil and lesg wraight inca the Soisth China Soa
aranls cor. Froen E399 pef ool for o fed-oddry, ane-digie criie

= CEY AL

MANDARA HUE
aery I hust cotede: Hus, on the coast betwesn Hari and Ho Chi Minh Ciry
e yibed Laid-back beach villas

ol Huk - n moatsd citndal of sge-blaskened bulldings, pagoda roofs and carved:
2 = 15 0o of the main sights of contral Vistmam, But, until recently, then's boen
than backpacke: jaints or conference hatels to stay in (lewely La Résidence being the
: iﬂl_'Mnﬂp'q,. mid-range hotel with big ambitions, B & welcome sditon, 20 mimAes
: dhnﬂ‘hﬁ-ﬂiﬂu of Thizar A, where dhickens and childron scacer afong thie streor, The
o it the end of the well-tended garden of figand frangipani trees: the beach, a stresch
s st pou can walk lor thres hau witholt secannrering anpone othes than tha
! _ﬂm. The ska; sovglasey in summer, can bo o brute inwinter — sofing waees ave
g i e Do sl wll and taken & bite ot of the e Don's b put off i1 be ropasred in tima

restone karst

L G Callinen i Bl i : |
Rayger Yivier
F L F N0, Dimegs

LR

Benicirisi

s Cekne Pl dd

Ermanng Sreruing ut ad vl
. Py v
orur ¥ 50 B
TR e e T LT | i
nidaid, £§_E10, Tahitha
Sivrfu s e T Fial i
o} . : ..-\.- |
shambabla ol Hnree i
TR 18] iimy L Dimoga
i t Tie Clue
og, £l ).
L TEN bodiy Abirls [ evew
TR i

Wjarg




124

. u
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bt This is o real secret one-of the tem]
riphine, ner Dewhies fiem abaur £55
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T Whe e, aod drprwary tho Bsch villes ars whsine pou wa
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showers shaded by bar

-East Asia’s large i n raticnal park, ife bwo syes-old
‘fedarin isa bow-key gem, The 20 th stched hil o] ar slaraunded by i rilrdeeily
wegecation, and you're a boud shout away from your neighbour. Bafow, 10 sl with pink sandshons wals
aker, Fed by thee sea, ir's bordened by a ssive ol hills fhae nas)
lapes with ormate famdy cemiteded (el ot o look)
t seroas the water 102 slim cuticle of pale sand. Fishing skiffs slide ower tharbimatan s
pple. WWatch from yoir encemoiis bed, especiofy it youiie in ane ol Ehe paver-wiier
hath 15 5 prig-miamle agg, and tha shower i alineseo: Far il
ce. Rather it's & small, oli-mep spolwith & skower ey ]
1 ourt 12 iga to oo, wherd tiki-styie parasals and 3 thaid
nd charmed ) ind wes venlan dagenn.cant. DouBips ram bk EAS

Cur the lip of one of Spar goor, and bached by bills ar

i [ with private

T Liggoon & rmd
sumset, angd £

ato smoky sifiow

You can rike & |

vl bedaktas

at a club sandw

i hiealthy b

miain road o Flol An end

Da Mang's il
o M

| woana 1y becomiing o eele e e o'y Rivisra SAsvia: diksa th
sand beach, while trucks try
ferori, |_-|iE..-|!_= iteet ap the
ph withput dry accompamdng sense of depeivation, With the apely
+ wiy thetigh the bacal mirkets = & headily iceated coloueBust of
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mar ble formations stickng :!rai,ghrnul of the flat landscaps, And thens g Hepcls 1o sxplore the slands
aff Hgs &, all gerlinked by ricketybrdges, On your rewum, try ong pf the camplirersiary-spa treatments,
Inchuding chakra-balancing massages. www fusionmaimdanang oo Doabdes from abour £215

LIFE HERITAGE RESORT HOI AN

wWihens an Bustlirg LMESCE Wardd Heriage Site

Wiat'y the vibaf Water's-adps manswn

Heaon Aurt i perhaps the mast sagical tawn in 81 of central Vietrarn - o 1amh-cantin tading postonce populaced
by Franch, Chineso and lapanese merchanis. s old quarter fioaty nest to the thick, gréen Thu Bon Biver,

and frem its banks old ladias in coenical kats sque deftly in wooden cances, 1emating tounsis sway Trom the
terrace cabés and rocftop restaurants for & boat rde. Lined with attractively decayieg, tileooled buildngs
witth feiserned windows and chipped yellow plaster, tiese lovaly pedestrianisad streets are film- sot perfoct and
amazing for shopoing. Avoid the ade bracelets snd tatty T-shirs and bead ta Yaiy Couture For silk pyjamas n
i Wi Miurasgior peint, Allaf this & a See- et Bhe sde from Life Herage Reset, a riverside colonial-siyle
niew-build open tince 2003 and rencvated in 3008, Each room has 2 tetace facing aither the intesnal gardens
anid |y ponds st with foarep s (ke thoss thar deift dese Phe sluer ar nipght ar e suor wiih iis passing
traffic of painted iongboats, Roams ane simple bit comiortable, with wofas and patternsd silk cushions, &'
nctractive and unperelgntioys, with staff wha are onfailingly efficiont and friendly. Tha thad, French-influenced
Hertage Bar b packed with revsllen nightly. wes life-resorty, com. Dexbies fram shour £110

BAI TRAM HIDEAWAY RESORT

Where aim [T Tucked awiry in o povate bay seuth o Qul MNkar

* Properly peacehl tideavway

Yy hat & e vit
Bai Tram iva place of such rins besuty you [ust can't bebeve you hinven't heasd of it belors, The katel kas

b an hore for fve ygars yot remmaing neathy onder the radar, Maybe that’s because getting to it is a bit

of & migsion, A saady, burgy track (maore burng than track] leads pas shacks withtin ools 2flame with
bougaimalleas; past & wide mouth of blue waber and & nckesy barnboes bridiie; past Sirimg s and
\’El'l'\&[-!'r'l.'ﬂ cowd, The read astands to 1he Anance, whesa ok cimd eut ol the car 1o ke inthe vigw

a 1-hecrare sweep of creamy white sand and green bushencrcled by hills, remote and ssurming, bnthe
wallay Bbing the baneh vhaid’s a rice padidy (8lad whl shimng water, and 4 Soties poasd im the depche of which
a Franch mevchant - the 18th-corury octupant of the ruin that pokes thraogh the tres line - found neal,
actual reasure (its that sort of place). Thene are andy seve villas (thatched petm, adobe walls) phos 3 soa

and ||:|h|:r,-. Ard thats it The loa-rise huilﬂirlg: [ie i e cvosk o F & cIT af the easten end ol the baach

The sest is nabural, wild beauty, mmed only in part by the greed paths that wird past dry stream beds, Suppaer,
iin the restaurant flabby/bar spete whee wicker chairs sit next to 8 ornamerdal posls, i fresh o looal:
shrmp and latus salad, Ssh wrapped in banana lpaf, af eaten benenth a hlack-uilk oy pricied with stare.
wewerws i~ o s Dol from mbaun £150

uﬁ‘l N [..-’"I\ A | MINH VAN BAY

Whare & | F Moot of M Tr.‘u'lg_ =Y & Sertucl el

WYWhal's the vibe? Privae-island ¢ Hilgsaphy

O yotr speedbeat approach 1o An Lam Minh Van Bay, skidding across lizard-grean waves past the floanng,
mmh_cﬁni of obster fisharman, it’s tncky to spot the hotel, The 35 resd-thabched villas ane emiedoed
within the Ig'fﬂ_dacme. disguiized by srands ol sucalyptus, pne and pegle cardgy, Some ane set back from

the curving rind.of whitte saind beach, sorre face the smioky lagoon, athers ane reached by & Inddes-of steps up
o the tregd, whena gemitons- pathared birds will and dlimar, Inatand of spsng architectural meruslons hare,
your aye faCuses on the brillant bay, the mountaim studded with baulders and waterfalls, the bright coin
“olFwiter. A Lam i joimed to the malntand by a naraw spit, but the place his de tsland sensibility, & castway
infurt, It might have butiers on tap, but the sthas remains defightfutly urfussy. Carved wooden sgns dinect
st io the-kischen garden, tha gym and the spa, wheee rooms am reached via sSepping-stones avara srgam
[ Rhwki-grey walls &ns offset by russst -caloured Indonesun wopd and pansis embroidared with dragonflies. A
punge poal is shaded Loy blgssam troes; a white daybed float on ropes from the celfing, and in the barhoom
thene's a Sing! An Lam has a go-getting spiit, You con stoor o kayabk 1o secet bays, or walkinta the hils to scabible
IM Iwizeh mnd Boigh, vwaith kanckoot visws as your prima, wese anlom, comSaniam, Desiifer from sbogd £370
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