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cant even talk about it
Remember thar? [ ased thar
phirase solidly berween

1987, when Lwas 15,

,-|r|.,| |'1'-!'t':'. Hl“-'.' .[:ll.:'l: F.‘._.lk.l.'

ad — canteven talk about

it Toum Crmines in apkiadl
—cant even talk ahoait £ Lueys grosn-up
hrether — cant even mlk abour in. When
something was just oo muoch. too grear, oo
eagnificent, my fricnds and 1 just couldn’t
even tall abou i T eemember one Chrlsomas
my masm gave me 2 pairof B Soles brown
leather cowboy booos (1 know, 1 was 2 ol
e, bt bead dreami about ovming some
salidly for two years]. Anyway, thar day | hic
the jackpotand apparendhy just sar and

'..|i-:|. T can’s even @&lk aboin ie over E0D tirmes
bepween the hours of 11am and Bpm.

Caather round, &5 1am thar teenager once
zzain, lost for words, unable m epdain, weally
golamacked and |usrsaring ac che wall,
saving: ‘T can’t even mlk absoir it The object,
the thing, thie amazing endty thar sopped me
ahead iy aracks s o boeed, Inh called Sones
Jami amad it smack b the midde of dhe ldian
Cloean, When Tanfer VEry ||:in|:Lg." sxid. " Ere,
bove, doyou faney writng abont thie Maldives
forw? | _i|.||'n:|'u.1| up and down and s]-:.il:!ped
ahout. 1 bad [podie SEviET Vel wind was arill
ralking shour hermiccrabs and sandbanks and
the enormoig amownts of reading books and
charfing and exring {there is genuinely nothing
e 1o IJI 1, 10 SINEPSOITEANT ML LT
gl mgseuny round the comer You simply
have o do nothing — ifsan order ),

-:Iuil_'l:1:\.' ':.J,:-;l,' 1iie Lo danie S-i:‘lf: _'I'||.| !-.::-!
" DI].I'JE. '!c'ﬂu dﬂ"l'. SEECT I \.I:I1|Jl.'-'sl.||'ll.|
The Maldives has moved on from vour
basic cold rewel and dub susdwich, L'
ot serously cool howels, I's chicer than
HNile Rodger” Chic, wehtich b virmally
impassible; and the places where we're
sending you will balevw yotar sy mind,’
Well, badics and gentlemen, they
were bang o, Saeva [ s just
breathraking, The second you arrive
and leok up it the .:|.:|:'|:|.|'_'-|I'.|E?l l.l'l.'."ll.‘l.::
wooden dome thar shelters the gty you
willl el @ bit rrembly and voull think,
Is this real?’ The hood s made up
of beatriiul wiggly walkways thar iead
you to your home, which is like a
woodan heaven, The whole place is 50

senimning that you'll constandy exclaim, "Look
at that® ased "Waie! Over here!’, as vou take
ins the sunken reading area or the impeccable

darbred, ideal tora ;._'JI'I'".'II'r beldge (have

[ I-\.IJI.‘I AL Jll.'l'l "-I‘J.: [ rr-_lJ'.'. I\J'II]:u' prE L'.‘\.'I.ir\'.'\i]

o
abwoit a ni-Arieps |L:|I'|l.‘| =I|Il* I‘*-.‘l' |inr'r|:
hewhiole feeld of che place isasif

Slandim bad had ses with Ralph Laren,

buir they absndoned the sripes and the

whale Hiawatha thing. And ondike in most
rropical horels, chere ane no orange cushions

cinblezamed with sequin scahorses: There
are mo tassslled sofas or welnd Faanx-ceueal

mounged Ash. The rooms are like cathedrals
and those melon balls on sdcks? Tadber had o IO grear Tste amct b il mever want 1o leve.

'1I'.p|,1|,~c:!' [ saiel, Wil thvere w=ili be mereles
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A ARCAT. T
IETMDON M AR
AT WL LR
W P TP S
THE YwOQDER HLITH
o TR ENRE TS ALL
AT SOREWA JAN

Ar some poing, thaugh, yonl migar fRncy
something o cat, Of & massags or @ megical
ot wesinn, and then you need 1o head o the
Catherng. U'm not nuaking thar name up.
That's whear the moin structare i e middle
b calbed] — Ir's wehere e eat amd drmk and
walch the sunser, The Gathering makes
it soiind Bk von're jnining a cule, bt this is
deftniely g culr vou'll want m be partof
Yewt car it o an overszed ciraubis wble with
a jass boomy, 50 whide v drink you fresh

|kisie sl e o ilm i .||||_'_|'.: & s wiith
misn d||_'g--.i||!_l (s =0 clesn o I'I\.I Il\.'.1|| Tuua "
[ 2 spome in che firet hourd, you can waich
srrall pipe- and busterilyfsh greabour thii
|.|.|_'_'I il [FL1] b e .-|I|| SUHID 10N,

':éh;q_'l, ArE '|,|'-|| 1K |.| Hi |||.| ENTTVRD 13 !-I'_:"-'I
castinl ‘I WD the: same ancient i'_l.l.:.lrl el
af the thme and this was e be applagded.

Mo Perspex beels, bromzing sicks or evening
ooy fresh-Baoesd

cliaich bz here. Evers
and they're bastcally vesaring whar youd wear
onva Sunday moening back homes Perbect
Also, IF emvironmeni |;--.|'|.|n\i"\-i||:-.' 15 youid
thing. thein all af e Soneva nesorts exced af 1
[ ||-|.|'.:1. bottles, and they Hlter dheir own
warer, use recyclod wml renewable marerials
I'||1.| rike E'_:‘L-JL LArc [0 JrCsTTE G T VREETTES,
|'1-'|_| -r\-:-'||rl,' ] Iooiag il | |||1.'|.| Tk !|.” :||ll_
abirn spuunomy ||i|:,|-l Cicimunely, when you
lrndak, |-|-..'m ack of Mike Dallev ia |_.1'ir':|_', {i]
bie there. Hie's an infectious, Fusic ol

whio over supper wall winkiir] i pmssive
tefcacope (rhis iy nor codel wind tesch vau mion
alaoait the plineers 0 ofie nagig than vam've
learned in your entire life, Through the largest
Hissting devcope in Asia (1 mean, really], we
siw Jupirer and brasd-new baly saors anad all
the impormant constellations, Wsen it was
ihine 10 beawe, El be Frank, the manager had
to prise off our fingen one by one.:

A DRRGS
AT ARMLLE FLISHI
BELCHY, CLALIGAA,
FOER D0 PHR-
PTG
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<] Bt it was oot the net place, and =5
we st despondent in the boar thar was mking
us away; we siid a lictle poodbye prayer o
Soneva Jani and promised wed never think
anything was as wonderful. However,
AMnCILTE | ek bz |:| g% rnr"'l." grear m |'_u-_
wrang. Amilla Pushi iz toglly “differ=ne (thee's
a-poal mbdke and a barisea, Iurg:*.-ud:um
eake), bt ied just as good for o Gmily holiday,
b even Guind T el Eike P beimg unfaichbud)
dightly betes Il come o why exactly In
JusE & rick

Fiesr, though, the rooms are all rocally
poosehudg- Lnduu:-E and you'll And o
rJuu :|||.]1.|:ﬂ1-r1."r\-|:|' thars are |'||J|'J'|1 webibne
hmsu-:[u'nd- d over the seean if you wans
ek i siirroninded by sea; or sumproms
aviersized beach villas ifyou ke mnd beoween
vouir toes, I v e looking for something
a bit more adventurous, then pick a trectop
villa, You mearch up four fights of heawy
waooden atales untt] ol re mller than the
palms and then the moss amazing hoawse opérn
up for you — a vast open living space with
beauriful Flc's»:‘:l!_ W just stond, statuck
I wias Like climbdng stairs o find Beyomoé
wailting ar the rop,

Ther: isa bov going on at Amilka, ad
1 o bave Kids it will be their fyvouorice
place ever, Thends a ceen dub, but happily
thix dowesn's involve @ room with AC and
& PlaySeatbon — instcad thoy lavea
cullecton af table-renmniz tables and a friendly
autdoor . There'sa plEEs restnuEant righl
on the heach thar ie seemingly apen 24/7;
rhere's an artis-ir-reidence, who will g and
explain how b daw the perfect Nemo for
an hour when the s isaries hogrese: and
theres a homemade-ice-creums bar thas makes
Ben 82 |errv's seem a bl meh.
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Claudia (plus four-

poster) on the beach,
Amilla Fushi. Above,
the Royal Residence
at Jumeirah Vittaveli
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Amilla also has, and you should probably
sit down for this, a real-life mermaid. She’s
called Lauren Arthur and she’s the resident
marine biologist. She took us underwater to
meet turtles and eagle rays and every kind of
parrotfish. I have no idea how she did it,
but my kids and all the children on the island
became obsessed with replanting coral and
protecting turtles, and they just followed
her around like small, happy clams. She filled
us all with wonder and you can now test
our five-year-old on the differences
between a hawksbill and an olive-
ridley curtle. I know.

The thing that makes Amilla Fushi
addictive is the people. They are simply
the most friendly, most up-for-it, most
charming group we have encountered
on holiday. They're smiley and sweet
without being fake, and obviously
think they work for the best resort,
and by the time you leave, you'll agree.
You are designated a helper/butler —
a human who just fills your room
with plates of mango and pineapple.
Ours was called Abdullah. At first
I was uncomfortable and told him to
have a lie-down. About five minutes

W The stairs leading:
TSORIPURCOMINEE  [accr he was unpacking our bags and

finding baby gekkos with the kids.

While you're there, ask to eatat the Fish
& Crab Shack at their sister resort, Finolhu,
and order the crunchy crab tacos and local
steamed fish with buckets of triple-cooked
chips. There are baby hermit crabs wandering
about everywhere, but once you've got over
the fact you're eating their relatives covered in
spicy mayonnaise, it just might be the greatest
long-lunch location in the whole world. Amilla
is magic, and that’s the end ofit.

Qur final visit was to Jumeirah Vittaveli
and unlike the other two, it’s a 15-minute boat
ride from the capital, Malé. This is, in itself,
magnificent, as after the long flight with a
Dubai changeover you might not be enthralled
with the idea of a seaplane. Vittaveli is — how
do I say this— super-grand. It's opulent. The
rooms are outstanding, the chandeliers are
enormous, the sofas are velvet and the beds
are the most comfortable on the planet. The
baths are oversized and the bedsheets are
bigger than sails. The pools are huge and the
inflatables for the kids to play with aren't swans,
they’re luminous unicorns. The jars of cookies
in every room are bigger than a Honda Civic
and the cockrails are completely splendid.

But the absolute standout star of the resort
is the food. There’s an Indian restaurant that is
50 delicious you might actually try and lick
the staff after they've served pudding. The chef

is amazing and will hosta cooking class if

you ask. His knowledge of spice is ridiculous

_ what he can do with a chicken breast and
some turmeric is nothing short of awesome.
The resort has a Royal Residence (yes, this room
deserves capital letters), and it’s like nothing
we've ever seen. Book it if you want your own
beach, your own Japanese teppanyaki restaurant
(I'm serious) and two enormous pools. If J-Lo
were going on holiday, shed pick here.

The Maldives, then, still has cold towels
and melon balls — but there’s a whole lot more.
I can’t even talk about it. []

Cleveland Collection (clevelandcollection.co.uk;
020 7843 3596) offer seven nights at Soneva
Jani, B&B, from £5,449pp; seven nights at
Amilla Fushi, balf board, from £2,815pp; seven
nights at Jumeirah Vittaveli, B&B, from
£2,999pp (all prices based on two sharing
and including flights and transfers).

MALDIVES IN THE NEWS

The country has recently experienced major political
upheaval. For the latest Foreign Office advice, check
www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/maldives.
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